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After months of navigating an uncertain travel landscape,
we are hopeful that in 2021, we can finally blow the dust
off our passports and start planning some exciting trips.
Even if this year’s travel experience is different from what
came before, the future is going to have some version of
all that we’ve missed; seeing family, entertainment that
revolves around community and exploration. These things
are unforgettable to our existence, and where there is
exploration, there is travel. Until then, we’re excited to
share with you our Travel Trends Report for 2021.
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2021 Destinations At-a-Glance
Want a quick look at which
destinations travelers are
excited about for 2021?
Here are the top five travel
destinations by category:

Adventure Spots

Honeymoon
Hotspots

Rejuvenation
Retreats

1 Italy

1 India

2 Bora Bora

2 Tahiti

3 Maldives

3 Bahamas

4 Bali

4 Greece

5 Mauritius

5 Mexico

Green
Getaways

Domestic
Destinations

1 Costa Rica

1 Yellowstone National Park

2 Nepal

2 Charleston, South Carolina

3 Slovenia

3 Tisbury, Massachusetts

4 Galápagos Islands

4 Hawaii

5 Rwanda

5 San Francisco, California

1 Australia
2 France
3 Japan
4 Iceland
5 Thailand

YELLOWSTONE

Trending Destinations 2021
We’ve compiled this list of destinations—both near and
far—that are already trending for 2021. Have a look
and see if any of these vacation spots make you want
to take the suitcases back out and start packing.
Australia
Australia has proved its resilience and is looking to be one of the top trending destinations
for adventure-seekers. Active travelers can take advantage of the city’s coastal location to
get their blood pumping—from the four-mile walk from Bondi to Coogee Beach to surfing
lessons. In the Northern Territory, travelers can find adventure in the Kimberley, one of the
most sparsely settled places. From the preserved dinosaur footprints at Gantheaume Point
to heli-hiking to view ancient rock art, intrepid travelers will have a field day exploring this
vast corner of the Australian Outback.

France
A French vacation isn’t just for the romantics. In Paris, work off all that delicious cheese
with a hike up to the city’s summit—Montmartre. The views from the plaza outside
Sacré-Cœur Cathedral are an incredible reward for your efforts. Visit the new 260-mile
bike route that takes riders from Paris to Normandy and through a staggering 130
towns. La Scène à Vélo passes by the Monet museum at Giverny, the former residence of
Napoleon Bonaparte. In the neighboring Loire Valley, experience northwestern France’s
natural landscapes in Loire-Anjou-Touraine Regional National Park.
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Japan
Tokyo—Japan’s capital and largest city—is full of beautiful contradictions and is the
perfect setting for your next urban adventure. Whether you shop ’til you drop in the
famous Ginza district or indulge in one of the city’s many Michelin-starred restaurants
(the highest concentration in the world), the borage of experiences can even border on
overwhelming—just like the futuristic architecture existing side-by-side ancient temples.
For those looking to reconnect with the natural world, consider planning a hike along the
Kumano Kodo, Japan’s UNESCO World Heritage pilgrimage trail that runs through the
heart of the country’s holiest region.

Iceland
While technically a part of Europe, Iceland seems distant from the European “norm.” With
its kaleidoscope of natural wonders and free-spirited populous, it can feel as far removed
as the surface of Mars. From admiring the towering Víknafjöll mountains, the continent’s most powerful waterfall, Dimmuborgir’s lava pillars, or unwinding in a geothermal
pool after a rigorous hike, Iceland boasts no shortage of activities for the adventurous
soul. Whether you go whale spotting on the water or stake out the best spot to catch a
glimpse of the aurora borealis, excursions into the outdoors reign supreme.
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Costa Rica
Nature-lovers rejoice, as this Central American country is home to a staggering plethora
of exotic plant and animal life, as well as stunning landscapes nearly supernatural in
their beauty. Not to miss are the volcanic geysers and hot springs of Poas, zip-lining
beneath the jungle canopy, and unwinding on one of the numerous beaches situated
along Costa Rica’s more than 800 miles of coastline. Costa Rica—which generates more
than 99 percent of its electricity from renewable energy sources—is now home to several
properties that effortlessly blend sustainability with all the amenities guests would
expect at a luxury resort.

Nepal
For those looking to travel greener, Nepal really should be at the top of your must-visit list.
Recently, the country has made considerable strides in shifting over to more sustainable
forms of energy—mainly hydropower—and many of the activities and accommodations
available to tourists have followed suit. Nature and spiritualism are at the heart of
everything here, so taking your vacation into the stunning wilderness is the way to go.
Travelers can trek along the Annapurna Circuit, where they’ll pass by rice paddies, snowy
mountain passes, and the breathtaking Tilicho lake. Chitwan National Park gives visitors
the chance to see one-horned rhinos and Bengal tigers. The lakeside town of Pohkara also
boasts a range of outdoor activities for visitors to enjoy—paragliding, mountain biking, and
river rafting are just the beginning.
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Thailand
It’s easy to see Thailand as a country brimming with the possibility of adventure—from
its gorgeous landscapes to incredibly delicious cuisine, the draw of this Southeast Asian
country is no better exemplified than on Phuket. Nearly 30 beaches, cheap eats, and
thriving nightlife are just the tip of the iceberg. Hike up Mount Nagakerd to visit the aptly
named Big Buddha or explore the charmingly colorful streets of the island’s Old Town. Be
sure not to miss Phuket Walking Street. This street market is the place to try traditional
Southern Thai cuisine and shop for handicrafts.

India
India has long been considered a wellness capital by foreigners seeking an escape
from their hectic everyday lives. From electrifying cuisine to a monument dedicated to
one of humanity’s greatest love stories—there’s more than enough to satisfy the soul.
Called the Golden Triangle, the trio of cities at its corners entice the senses with their
unique atmospheres. From sunset cruises along the sacred river Ganges to the rolling
hills that dot the landscape between, New Delhi, Jaipur and Agra each invigorate visitors in a unique way. Not to miss, of course, is the Taj Mahal. This magnificent 17th
century tomb was built by Shah Jahan in honor of his favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal.
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Tahiti
One of the top destinations many have their sights on is the crown jewel of French
Polynesia— Tahiti. While these islands boast all the trappings of a seaside adventure—
think surfing at Papenoo beach, hikes to remote waterfalls, and adventurous cuisine (tuna
ceviche, anyone?), Tahiti has also perfected the fantastic art of doing absolutely nothing
at all. Stay in a luxurious overwater bungalow—like the Sofitel Bora Bora Marara Beach
Resort, and spend time catching up on the simple joy of spending time with family, or
enjoy a spa day. For a small dose of adventure, enlist one of Tahiti’s expert yacht charter
companies to explore nearby islands on your private catamaran.

Bahamas
Something about the clear turquoise waters of the Bahamas—including the district of
Exuma—has many travelers excited. With more than 700 islands— 365 in the Exuma
district alone— there’s a lot of beachfront to explore in the Bahamas. Gold Rock Beach in
Lucayan National Park, the natural blushing shores of Pink Sand Beach on Harbour Island,
and of course, The Exumas’ Stocking Island are top picks for first-time and seasoned
visitors alike. Charter a private boat and unwind on a sandbar under the sun for the
ultimate dose of soul-saving solitude. After several days in the sand and surf, head to
the Seastar Spa at the Grand Isle Resort for rejuvenating, island-inspired treatments.
Ocean Detox wrap, anyone?
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Greece
Greece is known for philoxenia, or to be more specific, the people’s kindness towards
strangers. In an age where that seems like a distant memory, a vacation to Greece
maybe what we need to re-establish those connections. Start your journey with several
nights in Athens. Then, move on to the ever-popular islands. Situated off the country’s
southern coast, Santorini is a must-visit. The island’s volcanic history has left its mark on
the beaches there, and the black sand at Kamari Beach is a perfect example. Explore the
stunning Grace Hotel, perched on a cliff above the Aegean Sea. Soak in the infinity pool
or enjoy a revitalizing sunrise or sunset yoga session overlooking the water.

Mexico
With such a wide array of culture, landscapes, cuisine, and even climate, there’s a corner
of this vibrant country to inspire and rejuvenate any traveler. San Miguel de Allende,
located roughly 170 miles north of Mexico City, is an artistic haven yet to be overrun by
tourists. It’s the perfect destination to break out of any rut of the mind and refresh your
thoughts; that and a revitalizing “Cures from Metzli” massage at the Rosewood San Miguel
de Allende spa. If culinary delights are the key to your wellness journey, San Miguel de
Allende’s is also a food lover’s paradise, like its neighbor to the south, Oaxaca City.
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Mauritius
Situated off Madagascar’s eastern coast, Mauritius is an Indian Ocean island nation
known for its pristine beaches, excellent hiking, and inviting populous. Hike along the
trails in the famous Black River Gorges National Park and witness a staggering amount
of flora and fauna that can only be found on the island. Stroll along the Grand Bassin,
a crater lake whose shores are dotted with Hindu temples. Of course, relaxing on the
beach is always a good idea. Flic en Flac, located on the west coast of the island, boasts
many of Mauritius’ famous beaches.

Yellowstone National Park
Established as the world’s first national park in 1872, its diverse wonders have been
attracting nature lovers for nearly 150 years. Visitors can camp, bike and boat through
this 2.2-million-acre park, whose landscapes offer a rare combination of towering
mountains, unique geothermal features, and some of the best wildlife viewing
experiences in the world. Yellowstone is home to the largest free-roaming herd of bison
in America. Take in the beauty of the Lamar Valley, where it’s possible to catch sight of
one of Yellowstone’s wolf packs, and of course, don’t miss a showing of Old Faithful.
The famous geyser erupts around 20 times per day.
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Italy
From its exceedingly charming populous to postcard-perfect landscapes, it’s no surprise
Italy rises to the top of the pack every time. One of 2021’s top favorites is Puglia, a region
known for its gorgeous Mediterranean coast and seaside towns. Another classic contender
is Florence. After visiting the Duomo or the Pitti Palace, hike up the Piazzale Michelangelo
for some spectacular views out over the city below. Rounding out the top cities’ list is
Venice and Rome—equally iconic in their architecture, cuisine, and romantic allure.

Bora Bora
Situated northwest of Tahiti. Bora Bora is another trendy destination putting French
Polynesia on the map. Surrounded by crystal clear lagoons, colorful flora, and black
volcanic mountains, this island is well-known for its peaceful, romantic atmosphere. Like
the Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora with its spacious suites and glass flooring to view the
ocean floor below, overwater resorts attract couples with floating villas and the kind of
seclusion you willingly sign up for. Surrounded by a plethora of coral reefs, the shallow
waters are perfect for snorkeling, kayaking, jet skiing, and other water sports.
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Charleston, South Carolina
Charleston has long been a favored destination for the South’s visitors for its charming
cobblestone streets and pastel antebellum houses. Must-visits include Fort Sumter
National Monument and White Point Garden.

Tisbury, Massachusetts
Massachusetts, Tisbury has all the typical trappings of a New England seaside town—
colonial architecture, a sailboat-filled harbor, and a cuisine built on fresh seafood. Be
sure not to miss a visit to the West Tisbury Farmers Market located in Grange Hall, a
19th-century post-and-beam structure historically used as a town meetinghouse. In the
warmer months, nature lovers should head to Polly Hill Arboretum. This 60-acre preserve
celebrates the local fauna and is especially beautiful during autumn.
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Maldives
The Maldives, specifically, the island of Maafushi, has U.S. travelers inspired to plan
celebrations. The apparent attraction here is the spectacular white-sand beaches. Opening
for 2021 to watch out for the archipelago’s first Ritz-Carlton Reserve property and the
Patina Maldives, whose stunning modern over-water villas—some even available with a
private pool—are the ultimate backdrop for a secluded island getaway.

Bali
The quintessential poster child of tropical paradise, this Indonesian island is home to
idyllic swathes of white sand beaches, sacred temples, and ancient wonders found
nowhere else in the world. Nyang Nyang Beach in Uluwatu is a secluded section of the
coast ideal for an afternoon of lounging. With pristine sands and greenery-lined cliffs,
this is the respite Bali is known for. Bali also boasts a prominent religious culture, and the
Lempuyang Temple complex is the perfect place to see it on display. A sacred site for the
Hindu faith is best known as the Gateway to Heaven that frames the island’s tallest peak,
Mount Agung.
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Hawaii
Specifically, Maui has climbed to the top of the charts for travelers, and for an excellent
reason. It’s a destination for the adventurous spirit—as the islands boast some of the best
surfing and windsurfing conditions in the world. See the Paia shore and Ho’okipa Beach
Park to catch the best waves Maui has to offer. With 30 miles of beaches, there are also
calmer spots to enjoy, such as the stretches of coast near Wailea and Lahaina’s resort
centers. Also not to miss is catching a sunrise over Haleakala National Park’s shield volcano, the 65-mile scenic coastline drive on the road to Hana, and wine tasting at Ulupalakua Vineyards.

San Francisco, CA
From the notoriously hilly streets to the iconic red bridge that crowns its harbor, there
is nowhere else quite like San Francisco. Like New York City, San Francisco’s Chinatown
occupies a very distinct area. The most memorable way to begin your journey into this
neighborhood is through the Dragon Gate off Grant Avenue. One of the best ways to
appreciate San Francisco’s famous Golden Gate Bridge is via a self-guided bike tour. After
renting the necessary equipment, biking along the city waterfront is a pleasant way to
take in the scenery. After crossing the bridge, save your energy and take the ferry back
across the bay. It offers excellent views of Alcatraz Island.
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Slovenia
There’s much to talk about on the sustainability front when Slovenia enters the
conversation. Even Slovenia’s most arguably famous landmark, Lake Bled, remains a
peaceful oasis of wide-open landscapes and fresh air. Having been named the European
Region of Gastronomy for 2021, Slovenia is finally getting its place in the European
spotlight. The emphasis on this designation falls firmly on sustainability. Ingredients are
sourced from local gardens, foraged from meadows, and harvested straight from the
Adriatic. The nation’s capital, Ljubljana, is one of the greenest cities on earth, and it’s no
surprise that a staggering six restaurants were included in Slovenia’s first Michelin guide.

Rwanda
Rwanda may be trending as a prime eco-friendly destination in 2021, but sustainability
has been a part of this Central African country‘s equation for over 15 years. Just like
Rwanda’s green initiatives, the main draw for travelers is nature tourism. Don’t miss
Volcanoes National Park with its endangered mountain gorillas and Gishwati Mukura
National Park, whose reforestation efforts will soon offer primate trekking and hiking,
among other immersive activities.
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Thank You!
We hope that 2021 is a positive turning point and full of exciting new
adventures! We want to thank you for subscribing to our monthly newsletters
and sticking with us as the travel landscape has shifted and changed over this
past year. As always, please remember to contact your advisor for assistance
with your vacation plans.

Happy Travels!
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